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Special Notes 
 

 
• The specifications for the Surgical Infection Prevention (SIP) core measures are 

introduced in this version (2.0) of the manual.  The SIP measures are stratified by 
the Data Element “Type of Surgery” and are reported using the overall rate that 
combines all the strata and also by each individual strata rate.  Details on stratified 
measures can be found in a number of sections including the Measure Information 
Forms, Steps to Calculate Rates and Measurements, Core Measure Verification, 
Missing and Invalid Data and Core Measure Data Transmission. 

 
• Additional patient identifiers have been added to the data dictionary in order to 

support the “National Voluntary Hospital Reporting Initiative” posted to the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  Case Identifier is required 
for all episodes of care collected for the Joint Commission.  For additional 
information on patient identifiers see the Data Dictionary. 

 
• A number of data elements used for the Pneumonia (PN) core measure set and the 

Surgical Infection Prevention (SIP) core measure set have similar names.  In order 
to differentiate between similar, but not identical data elements a “(PN)” or 
“(SIP)” label is appended to the data element name (e.g., Name of Antibiotic 
(SIP), Name of Antibiotic Administered During First 36 Hours (PN)). 

 
• A Data Quality section has been added to the manual to specify the expectation 

for core measurement systems regarding minimum requirements for monitoring 
data quality. 

 
• It is important to note that two versions of the core manual exist.  The 

Specifications Manual for National Implementation of Hospital Core Measures, 
Version 2.0 and Release Notes 2.01 is posted to the web and is to be used starting 
with July 2004 discharges.  The Specifications Manual for National 
Implementation of Hospital Core Measures, Version 1.09 should be used for 
discharges through June 2004 and is located in the Performance Measurement 
Systems Extranet Track (PET). 

 
• The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and the Joint 

Commission continue to meet to align core measures. Some changes are targeted 
for the short-term and others for the long-term.  The goal of the alignment is to 
have identical measure specifications and identical documentation.  Updates to 
this manual as well as changes due to alignment will continue to be 
communicated via Release Notes. 
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