
 
 

CALENDAR FOR MA, MA-PD AND MEDICARE COST PLAN  
2006 RENEWAL / NON-RENEWAL PROCESS 

& 
2005 TRANSITION TIMELINE 

 
2005  
January 3 • Final day to submit a 2005 application for a Private-Fee-For-Service 

plan for approval by June 1, 2005. We will allow for a later effective 
date, up to and including September 1, 2005, providing all 
application requirements, including the submission of an Adjusted 
Community Rate Proposal (ACRP), have been met by June 1. 

February 1 • Final day to submit a 2005 application for a coordinated care plan, 
including local PPOs, for approval by June 1, 2005. We will allow 
for a later effective date, up to and including September 1, 2005, 
providing all application requirements, including the submission of 
an ACRP, have been met by June 1.  

• No local PPO applications for an effective date during 2006 and 
2007 will be accepted after this date.  

 
February 18 • 45 Day Advance notice on MA methodological payment changes. 

March 1  • Final day to submit a 2005 application for a MA service area 
expansion (SAE) for approval by June 1, 2005. We will allow for a 
later effective date, up to and including September 1, 2005, 
providing all application requirements, including the submission of 
an ACRP, have been met by June 1. Note: Local PPOs will not be 
permitted to expand their service area during 2006 and 2007. 

• *Final day for Medicare+Choice organizations to submit 
information to meet MA transition requirements.  This includes the 
offering of a Part D benefit.  

• *Private-Fee-For-Service plans and Cost-based plans that wish to 
offer Part D benefits must also submit Part D information by this 
date.  

 
*Note: As CMS works through the Part D timeline the date for the drug 
benefit submission will, in all likelihood, change to a later date.  
Changes in dates will be broadcast as quickly as possible. 
 
 

March 8/9 
(Tentative) 

• CY 2006 Bid and PBP Seminar. 

8/17/2004. Dates are subject to change. 



Late Winter /  
Early Spring 

• Submittal period for most 2006 plan applications (HMO, regional 
PPO, PFFS, SAEs) for an effective date of January 1st, 2006. Note: 
Applicants must be determined to have met eligibility requirements 
in time to submit the June 6th bid.  

April 4 • Announcement of MA capitation rates, MA local area benchmarks 
and adjustment factors for 2006.  

 April 8 • CY 2006 Bid Software Package (bid pricing tool and PBP), and 
technical instructions become available for download from the 
Health Plan Management System (HPMS). 

May 20 • CMS begins accepting CY 2006 Bids via HPMS.   
 

June 6 • Final day for MA organizations to submit CY 2006 Bids, including 
Part D, via HPMS. 

• Final day for MA organizations to submit CY 2006 employer-only 
plan bids via HPMS.   

• Final day for PACE organizations to submit Part D bids in HPMS. 
 

June 7 • MA Organizations should begin to submit ANOCs and SBs for 
initial reviews. Medicare Cost plans are encouraged to submit 
ANOCs and SBs so that these materials can be reviewed and 
approved prior to the posting of Medicare Personal Plan Finder. 

June 30 •    Final day for Medicare Advantage organizations and Medicare cost     
plans to submit CY 2005 marketing materials for CMS's review and 
approval. 

• CMS distributes CY 2006 Summary of Benefits instructions to the 
industry.  

 
August 5 • The 2006 Model EOCs will be available to all plans, MA and Cost 

via HPMS. 
September 13-15 • MA organizations and if applicable, Medicare cost plans, preview 

the 2006 “Medicare Personal Plan Finder”  (MPPF) plan data in 
HPMS prior to Internet release. 

September 14 • Tentative date for approval of bids 

September 15  
• MA Organizations should submit ANOCs and SBs for final review 

based on the CMS-approved bid. Note: If an MA’s bid is approved 
prior to September 15 (as noted in HPMS), the MA needs to submit 
the ANOC/SB as soon as possible after bid approval (preferably 
within 24 hours). 

8/17/2004. Dates are subject to change. 



October 1 • MA organizations and Medicare cost plans may begin marketing CY 
2006 benefits to Medicare beneficiaries using CMS-approved 
marketing materials. All organizations must cease marketing CY 
2005 plans through public media when they begin marketing CY 
2006 benefits. 

• MA organizations and Medicare cost plans are required to include 
information in CY 2005 marketing and enrollment materials to 
inform potential enrollees about the possibility of plan (benefit) 
changes beginning January 1, 2006. 

October 12-30 • CMS mails Medicare & You for CY 2006, which will contain 
health plan benefit and cost information. 

October 16 • Final day for Medicare cost plans to send non-model ANOCs to 
CMS Regional Offices. Cost plans are encouraged to submit all 
ANOCs to CMS in advance of this date to ensure the ANOC can be 
reviewed, approved, printed, and received by members by the 
December 1 deadline. Note: if the Medicare cost plan follows the 
model ANOC without modification, the final date to send the 
ANOCs to the CMS Regional Office is November 20. 

October 18 • Date that Medicare Personal Plan Finder data goes up on the web 

October 30 • All organizations must cease marketing CY 2005 plans through 
public media. 

October 31 • CY 2006 ANOCs (with SBs) are due to all MA members. MA 
organizations must mail the ANOCs and SBs before this date to 
ensure receipt by members by October 31 

November 15 –  
May 15, 2006 

• Annual election period. All organizations must hold open 
enrollment. 

December 1 • CY 2006 ANOCs (with SBs) are due to all cost plan members. 
Medicare cost plans must mail the ANOCs and SBs before this date 
to ensure receipt by members by December 1. 

December 17 • Final day for MA organizations and Medicare cost plans to send 
non-model EOCs to CMS Regional Offices. Organizations are 
encouraged to submit all EOCs to CMS in advance of this date to 
ensure the EOC can be reviewed, approved, printed, and mailed to 
members by the February 1, 2006 deadline. Note: if the organization 
follows the model EOC without modification, the final date to send 
the EOCs to the CMS Regional Office is January 21, 2006.  

2006  
January 1, 2006  • Effective date for 2006 plan benefits 
January 1 through 
June 30, 2006 

• Except under a Special enrollment period, current members may 
elect a change in health plans only once.  No change is permitted 
after June 30. 

 

8/17/2004. Dates are subject to change. 



CALENDAR FOR THE 2006 MA NON-RENEWAL PROCESS 
 

2005                                  
April • CMS posts final non-renewal instructions and beneficiary plan 

withdrawal Qs & As on the CMS websites. 
May 20 • Final day for MA organizations to notify CMS of an intention to non-

renew a county for individuals, but continue the county for employer 
group health plan members. 

• Final day for MA organizations to submit partial county service area 
reduction requests. 

June 6 • Final day for MA organizations to submit a non-renewal or service 
area reduction notice to CMS. 

June 13 • CMS issues an acknowledgement letter to all MA organizations that 
are non-renewing or reducing their service area. 

August 1 • CMS posts the model final notification letter, the state-specific final 
notification letter, and a model public notice on the CMS websites, 
and sends copies of the letters to MA organizations that are non-
renewing or reducing their service area.   

September 20 • CMS approves MA organizations’ final notification letter.  
• CMS will release a Special Election Period (SEP) letter to MA 

organizations remaining in the non-renewed service areas. 
• MA organizations can begin mailing the final notification letter The 

letter must be in the beneficiaries’ hand by 10/03/05. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8/17/2004. Dates are subject to change. 



 
 
 

CALENDAR FOR THE 2006 MEDICARE COST PLAN NON-RENEWAL PROCESS 
 
2005                                  
August • CMS posts the 2005 Medicare cost plan non-renewal instructions on the 

CMS website. 
• CMS posts the model final notification letter, the state-specific final 

notification letter, and a model public notice on the CMS websites and 
sends copies of the letters to Medicare Cost Plans that are non-renewing 
or reducing their service area. 

October 3 • Final day for Medicare cost plans to submit a non-renewal or service area 
reduction notice to CMS. 

October 10 • CMS issues an acknowledgement letter to all Medicare cost plans that are 
non-renewing or reducing their service area. 

October 14 • CMS approves Medicare cost plans’ final beneficiary letter and public 
notice. 

October 23 • Medicare cost plans can begin mailing the final notification letter. The 
final notification letter must be personalized and  be in the beneficiaries’ 
hands by 11/03/05. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

8/17/2004. Dates are subject to change. 
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