
SKILLED NURSING FACILITY (SNF)
SPELL OF ILLNESS QUICK REFERENCE CHART
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 IS INPATIENT  SPELL OF
ILLNESS  CONTINUED?

ACTION

  

  

  MEDICARE
 SKILLED

    

    
  

YES YES NOT APPLICABLE YES Submit monthly covered claim.

NO YES NOT APPLICABLE YES Submit monthly covered claim.

YES NO YES YES Submit monthly covered claim.

NO  NO  YES  YES  
Patient should be returned to certified

area for Medicare to be billed. 

NO  
 

NO  
 

NO  
 

 NO 
 

Facility should determine whether it would be 
appropriate to send patient back to a certified area 

for Medicare coverage.
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YES  
 

NO  
 

NO  
 

NO 
 
 

Do not submit claim if patient came in to the facility non-skilled.
Otherwise, submit no-pay claim with discharge status 

code when patient leaves the certified area. 

YES  
 

YES  
 

NOT APPLICABLE  
 

 NO 
 

Do not submit claim if patient came in to the facility non-skilled.
Otherwise, submit no-pay claim with discharge status 

code when patient leaves the certified area.

NO 
 

YES  
 

NOT APPLICABLE  
 

 NO 
 

Do not submit claim if patient came in to the facility non-skilled.
Otherwise, submit no-pay claim with discharge status 

code when patient leaves the certified area.

NO  
 

NO  
 

YES  
 

 NO 
 

Do not submit claim if patient came in to the facility non-skilled.
Otherwise, submit no-pay claim with discharge status 

code when patient leaves the certified area.

YES  
 

NO  
 

YES  
 

 NO 
 

Do not submit claim if patient came in to the facility non-skilled.
Otherwise, submit no-pay claim with discharge status 

code when patient leaves the certified area.

*   Whether the facility considers a patient’s bed in the certified area to be a Medicare bed or not has no effect on whether the spell of illness is continued and has no effect on the SNF’s action.
** In some states, licensing laws for all nursing homes have incorporated requirements of the basic SNF definition (Social Security Act §1819(a)(1)). When this is the case, any nursing home in such a state would be    
 considered to meet this definition (see the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Internet-Only Manual, Pub. 100-7, Chapter 2, §2164 at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/Manuals/ on the CMS website). 

 This chart was prepared as a service to the public and is not intended to grant rights or impose obligations. This chart may contain references or links to statutes, regulations, or other policy materials. The information    
 provided is only intended to be a general summary. It is not intended to take the place of either the written law or regulations. We encourage readers to review the specific statutes, regulations, and other interpretive   
 materials for a full and accurate statement of their contents. 

 The Medicare Learning Network (MLN) is the brand name for official CMS educational products and information for Medicare fee-for-service providers. For additional information,  
 visit the Medicare Learning Network’s web page at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNGenInfo on the CMS website.
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