
Background
While most health care providers, suppliers, and practitioners 
are honest, a small minority commit health care fraud and 
abuse that costs the Medicare program a lot of money every 
year.  The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
works with other government agencies and law enforcement 
organizations to protect the Medicare program from fraud and 
abuse.

This Resource Reference directs you to a number of sources of 
information pertaining to Medicare fraud and abuse and helps 
you understand what to do if you suspect or become aware of 
incidents of potential Medicare fraud or abuse.

Internet Resources about Medicare Fraud  
and Abuse
OIG Website
The Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)  
Office of Inspector Generalôs (OIG) website  
(www.oig.hhs.gov) offers a wealth of information regarding 
fraud and abuse prevention, detection, and reporting.   
For example, the OIGôs website includes links to:

Fraud alerts, bulletins, and other guidance that alert 
the public and providers about fraudulent and abusive 
schemes; 
Model compliance programs for a wide array of health 
care providers and suppliers;
ñOpen Lettersò to the health care provider community 
discussing major initiatives;
Voluntary self-disclosure protocols to disclose instances of 
improper billing;
Safe harbor provisions under the anti-kickback statute;
Advisory opinions on the application of the anti-kickback 
statute and other OIG fraud and abuse authorities;
Exclusion information; 
Links to the National Practitioner Data Bank and the 
Healthcare Integrity and Protection Data Bank,  
which are limited-access databases that contain 
information on various licensure, malpractice, and legal 
actions taken against physicians and dentists and, in  
some cases, other health care providers; and
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http://oig.hhs.gov/mailinglist.html
http://www.cms.hhs.gov
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNGenInfo/
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/apps/mailinglists/
http://oig.hhs.gov/fraud.html
www.cms.hhs.gov/PhysicianSelfReferral

