Information for Medicare Fee-for-Service Health Care Professionals

News Flash - A New MLN Feature — the Quarterly Journal Ad-- Each calendar
quarter, the Medicare Learning Network will create a journal advertisement based on an
initiative or new product of particular importance during that time frame. National, state and
local associations are encouraged to use this journal ad in their publications and/or
newsletters and websites, as appropriate. This quarter’s journal ad features a basic message
about the Medicare Learning Network and where to go on the CMS Website to get more
information. The ad is designed to fit the requirements for most journals’ print specifications.
The files for this quarter's ad, as well as future ads, can be found at
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/IMLNGenInfo/downloads/MLNQuarterly Journal.zip on the CMS

Website.
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Support Income Tax Reporting

Provider Types Affected

Suppliers submitting claims to Durable Medical Equipment Medicare
Administrative Contractors (DME MACSs).

Provider Action Needed

This article is based on Change Request (CR) 5816, which notifies all DME MACs
of the requirements to issue Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Form 1099-MISC to
every supplier paid under contract and/or any other forms required for income tax
and reporting purposes. Thus, your DME MAC will issue appropriate 1099 forms
to you, when you receive $600 or more in Medicare payments in a calendar year,
beginning with January 1, 2007.

Background
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The reporting requirements of the Internal Revenue Code (Section 6041A) state
that any service-recipient engaged in a trade or business that pays in the course of
such trade or business during any calendar year remuneration for such services in
the aggregate of $600 or more must file an information return with the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS). Internal Revenue Code section 6041A(d)(3) provides that
payments made for services performed by a corporation are subject to information
reporting requirements when the remuneration has been paid to the corporation by
a Federal executive agency. The $600 or more paid by a Federal executive
agency to a corporation is subject to information reporting requirements per
section 6041A(d)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Further, the IRS has determined that payments to Durable Medical Equipment
companies paid from Medicare trust fund monies are subject to Form 1099 MISC
reporting requirements. IRS has also ruled that payments to persons providing
health care services, including proprietary hospitals, physicians and dentists, often
include charges for injections, drugs, dentures, and similar items. In such cases,
the entire payment is subject to information reporting.

IRS instructions for completing form 1099-MISC states in part that Form 1099-
MISC (Miscellaneous Income) should be filed for each person to whom one has
paid during the year:

e Atleast $600 in rents, services (including parts and materials), prizes and
awards, other income payments, medical and health care payments.

For more information, visit http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1099msc.pdf and
http://www.irs.gov/publ/irs-pdf/i1099msc.pdf on the Internet.

Note that “services” as defined by Medicare means “medical care or services and
items, such as medical diagnosis and treatment, drugs and biologicals, supplies,
appliances, and equipment, medical social services, and use of hospital, Critical
Access Hospital (CAH), or Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF).”

In summary, CR5816 instructs that DME MACs should:

e Issue to every supplier paid under contract a 1099 and/or any other forms
required for income tax and reporting purpose;

e Comply with Form 1099 rules, regulations, procedures and instructions as
published at http://www.irs.gov/; and

e Report all payments made to suppliers during the previous year.

Additional Information

The official instruction, CR 5816, issued to your DME MAC regarding this change
may be viewed at
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http://www.cms.hhs.qgov/Transmittals/downloads/R3110TN.pdf on the CMS
website.

If you have any questions, please contact your DME MAC at their toll-free number,

which may be found at
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNProducts/downloads/CallCenterTolINumDirectory.zip

on the CMS website.

News Flash - It's Not Too Late to Get the Flu Shot. We are in the midst of flu season and
a flu vaccine is still the best way to prevent infection and the complications associated with
the flu. But re-vaccination is necessary each year because flu viruses change each year.
Please encourage your Medicare patients who haven't already done so to get their annual
flu shot. — And don't forget to immunize yourself and your staff. Protect yourself, your
patients, and your family and friends. Get Your Flu Shot — Not the Flu! Remember -
Influenza vaccination is a covered Part B benefit. Note that influenza vaccine is NOT a Part D
covered drug. Health care professionals and their staff can learn more about Medicare’s coverage
of adult immunizations and related provider education resources, by reviewing Special Edition MLN
Matters article SEQ748 at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNMattersArticles/downloads/SE0748.pdf
on the CMS website.
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